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THE QUESTION OF PRISON LABOR

*

-

Scrious Tnroads 'Afe._hﬁﬂg.'mﬂfon the Products of the Free Working
o People of the Country. |

R0BS THEM OF CHANCE TO MAKE AN HONEST LIVING

v

Should the Honest Toiler Be Made to Suffer That the Convict May Have Em-
ployment Is the Vital {Quesqoq of the Hour—Must Be Settled In Our
e s - Legislative Halls,

The question of - the competition
of conviet labor and its effects on
the free workingman outside prison
walls has long been the subject of
discourse among members of | labor
organizations, and the. universal!
consensus of opinion. has been that
the convicts of the. various States,
instead of being employed at the
trades which conflict with honest

the publie roads, thereby compet-
ing with nobody and produncing
results for the genéral good..

[n recent years the question has
been brought closer "to home, and
in the numerous newspaper reports
of the exeellent management of the
varions penal institutions or' the
country have shown 'considerable
profit over and. above the costof
their maintenance, there. has been
proven to the worker that a dan-
gerous line of competition exists
and that the seeming profit has
been at his or her expense. ®

It is an impossible theory that
freemen can compete with conviets
in the matter of labor, for the very
simple reason that, freemen cannot
and will not live as conviets. Even
the great and gruesome indiserimi-
nate immigration evil pales into in-
significanee  beside this  growing
vrong. The twelfth annual report
I Commissioner-of Labor Charles
*. Neill, just issned at Washing-
on, deals largely with: this hydra-
headed evil, and shows conclusive-
Iy towwhat an extent prison labor
is wronging the free worker and
robbing” him of the <chances of
making an honest living.

The report bristles with tables of
figures, giving the number of con-
viets, their costs, the value of their
output, ete, But as these figures
are all several years old, being the
figures for the fiscal year 1904,
they should at this time he un-
Profitable; because, to any student
of the subject of the baneful influ-
cnee of eonviet labor, later figures
are easily available. ' But the gen-
eral deductions drawn _ by the
agents of the Bureau of - Labor are
worthy of consideration.

The report is frank. It says
that manufacturers’ agree in con-
sidering conviet labor as an unfair
and ruinous competition, demoral-
izing the markets and business
stability, compelling the reduction
of prices below a fair margin of
profit and often—even below the
cost of production. Wages, it is
stated, are forced to the lowest lim-
it in a vain effort to lower the cost
of production to that of the prison
contractor.. In some cases a dete-
rioration of quality of material
used, and in others an entire aban-
donment 1o the prisons of the
manufacture of certain grades of
goods became necessary.

““The greatest objection, how-
ever, to the employment of convict
labor is that it ordinarily displaces
inexperienced and unorganized la-
bor; that is, that class of poor peo-
ple who are unable to leave their
homes to enter factories, or cannot
absent themselves a.definite period,
but who, nevertheless, require for
their sustenance the slight amount
of money that they might be able
10 earn while rémaining at home,
and between the intervals of house-
hold work, nursing, ete., ean make

benefit their existence.
‘“The facts operatein an entirely

labor, should beiemployed mpon}

a little money that will materially |

to curb this competition will be to
compel all® convict products to be
stamped ‘‘Convict-made.”? In some

‘States this has already heen done;

in other States the products of the
Prisons is not for sale, but is kept
exclusively for the use of the State
in'its ‘prisons. Other States forbid
the sale of conviet goods.

FAVORABLE OUTLOOK

For the Thorough Organization of the
Mine Workers of This State.

Ben, Davis, West Virginia’s
member of the National Exeentive
Board, of the United Mine Worlk-
ers of America, is back from In-
dianapolis, where he attended an
important” meeting of” the Board,
and he is highly elated over the
fact that considerable time and at-
tention was devoted to the situa-
tion in West Virginia. ;

Mr. Davis'says that the outlook
in this State is brighter than ever
before for the organizing of the
coal fields in every section of the
State and predicts that before any
great length of time that practical-

ly every miner in West Virginia

will be a member of the organiza-
tion and working under the joint
agreement.

This will certainly be welcome
news:to the organized men and they
should’do everything in their p6wer
to assist their officers in bringing
about these conditions, ;

QUACK MEDICINE

Which Result In Untold Evil s a
Substantiation of

Organized Labor’s Demand for- Legis-
Iation for the Pmtection_of
the Masses.

The revelations made by Upton
Sinelair, in “The Jungle,’”’ about
the unspeakable filthiness of the
packing houses in Chicago and
elsewhere, the adulteration and
poisoning of the food prodact of
the nation, and the corrupting in-
fluences. of these- corporations,
seems to have its counterpart in
‘many other industries. The health
and lives of the people are being
sacrificed every day in order that
and dividends may be obtained.
More revolting than the revelations
made in reference lo the packing
house industry are the investiga-
tions made by Collier’s Weekly

patent medicines, products which
it wounld . be naturally supposed
would require carefulness in manu-
facture, and freedom from poisons,
at least. Read what the Collier’s
Weekly, in its issue of April 28,

11906, has to say about the Cham-

berlain produets, manufactured by
the Chamberlain Medicine Com-
pany, Des Moines, Towa: 300
Vancouver, British ColumUja, is
| stirred up over the death of the in-
{ fant son of William Duncan from
iopium poisoping after taking
‘*“Chamberlain’s Colie, Cholera and
Diarrheea Remedy.?’ The Van-

unexpected manger, inasmuch as
the employment_of convict Iabor

“re not producible by the the inex-
Perienced  sewing-machine opera-

hardship against that class of la-
borers which belong to the lowest

desirving the greatest consideration
being made up principally

of | opiam. ™’

couver World, exhibiting an inde-
i pendence which many much more
[important newspapers lack when

| printed the facts in the case, and
[the coroner’s verdiet that death

‘Chamberlain’s
the said dose

{eine ~known as
| Diarrheea Cure.’

Immediately the Cham-

touching on the manufacture of .

| Washington

{columns of the newspaper;
“World is reaching out for bus
;lmt‘uot the skull and cross-hones |
| business that follows in the train of |
{2 Chamberlain Medicine Adver-
| tisement,?? ;

Having found the persuasive in-
fluence .of money unavailing, the
quack “medicine concern adopted
the Proprietary Association’s alter-
native method of dealing with a
hewspaper, intimidation. It soed
the World for libel. The result
must-have convinced the Chamber.
lain people that they had caught a

rtar, for the newspaper instead
of being silenced, took the lead in
demanding legislation for the con-
trol of patent medicine Ppoisons, in-
augurating a movement that bids
fair to be successtnl.

It is hardly necessary to add
that the above coneern is. one of
the s champions of the so-called |
“‘open shop'’ policy. j {

OFF FOR CONVENTION

Is Charleston Typographical Union’s
Representative to Colorado Springs’

ness, :

;&

Alvin L. Snyder,. Charleston
Typographieal Union’s representa- |
tive to the Filty-second Convention |
of the Tnternational Typographical t
Union, to be held "at Colorado |
Springs from Augnst 13th to 18th
left over the C. & O.,
morning.

This is the greatest trip that has |
everfallen to the lot of a ddegate |

2

on Tuesday |

wiil
 finds to wipe the open-shop poliey
(ol the Ty pothetie out of existence,

the picturesque grandeur of the
trip, the .International Printers’
Home, one of the preatest institu-
tions in the world, is located at
that place, and it will be by far

the most important meeting of the |

International ever held in its his-
tory, and wiil be composed of the
brainiest men in the Typographical
Union in the United States, its for-
eign possessions and Canada.

- The most important feature of
the Convention will be in regard,
to the eight-hour strike which is
on in various parts of the country.

Atis a foregone conclusion, how- |

ever, that the strike awill only last
a short time after the adjournment
of the convention, as it is a well
known fact that the -membership

will stand by the I.T. U. officers |

in their grand fight against the
United Typothetwe of America, and
appropriate  the necessary

‘He laughs at Sears  who  noever
had appendieitis,

Is Again Sustained.

The Supreme. Court of Washing-
ton has declared the eight hour law
of that state eanstitutional. The
law was enacted in 1899 A loeal
court upheld the law, the Supreme
court annuled  it, and now the
Supreme court sustains the Luw.,

The rolling stone-generall

Y gath-
Ers remaorse, :

MONSTER LABOR

MASS MEETING

Thictz

To Be Held at Tradt_zs Assembly Hall on Monday Evening, August the

- dTa
Sati,.

MATTERS OF GRAVE INPORTANCE TO BE

e

DISCUSSED.

Every Laboring Man In the City Requested to be .Prcsqnt-;sFra.nk-L.-Ricz, of
Iowa, and Thomas Cairnes, of Ohio, and Others Will Make- Ad-
dresses---Time Has Come for Labor to Act.

A monster mass meeting of the
laboring men of Charlesston- and
vieinity will be held at Trades As-
sembly Hall on Monday evening,
Aungust 13th,

Matters of grave importance to
every wage worker, both organized
and unorganized will be discussed,
and no laboring man who has the
interest of himself and family at
heart should be absent.

Frank L. Rice, of Towa, one of
the most able and eloguent labor
speakers in the country, for years
general organizer of the American
Federation of Labor and the Uni-
ted Mine Workers of America, will |
address the meeting, as will also!
National Organizer, Thos. Cairnes,
of Ohio, and others.

The workingmen of this section
who desire to better their con-
ditions and that of their fellow
men are earnestly requested to lend
their assistance toward making the
meeting a sueccess.

The committee in charge of the
meeting were appointed by the gen-
eral Labor Day Committee on Sun-

day afternoon and are hard at
work making the necessary ar-
rangements for the successfnl cul-
migation of the meeting and ex-
tend an especial invitation to the
unorganized workers of. our city,
regardless of politics, religion or
nationality.

. The object of the meeting is to
get all the toilers of this city to-
gether and diseuss the 'great crisis
that is® rapidly approaching and
which will affect the homes of all
and which, if to be averted, must
be done by the concerted action of
all and every man who earns his
bread by the sweat of his brow
must do his part, as the time for

!,sh}'rking our duty is past.

Hearken, ye workers, to the call
of duty! The appointed time has
arrived for action! 7Tet us all pull
together for the good of the work-
ing masses and Greater Charleston.

Monday evening, August 13th;
1906, at 7:30 o’clock, at Assembly
Hall' on Capitol street, entrance
between the Hub Clothing Store
and Midelburg’s Jewelry Store.

THE TRADES-UNION
As Reviewed By Rev. Dr. Washington
Gladden.

The Congregationalist contains a
lengthy paper by the Rev. Dr.
Gladden, entitled
“My Neighbor the Unionist.”?

The authcr takes positive and
strong ground in favor of labor
unions, holding that they are not
only an indisputable right of the
workingmen, but that they are the|
only means by which the laboring
classes ean escape being enslaved |
or degraded, and that they protect

¢reates a demand for goods that dealing with proprietary medicines, |their own interests, secure fair

| hours of labor and proper remun-
| erction and fix their social status

tors, and this has worked a terrific | was due to a dose of ““quack medi-  in accordance with the best ideals

and habits of the age.
= From this standpoint Dr. Glad-

class of wage-earners and who are| being given to the clild in ignor- den w 2es all ompl_c_a} ers tl? w ; 1(’(;11._
Y {anece of the fact thatit contained |and co-operate with the trades-

members of great corporations, but
that is no reason why we should
regard capitalists or members of
great corporations as -a class of
public enemies. There is a great
deal of this sweeping judgment on
both sides of the labor controversy,
and it is wholly wrong and mis-
chievous.

‘“Sometimes you say that you do
not object  to trades-zaions if they
keep within their  legitimate prov-
ince; if they do not meddle with
whatis none of their business.
What you mean is that you do not
object to the heneficial and social
features of the unions and would

{be glad to encourage them, but

youn do mnot approve of their at-
tempts to regulate wages or hours
or conditions of labor. These, you
think, should be determined by
the emplover. :

““Your neighbor, the unionist, as
such, is doing what he has a per-

fect right to do and is bound to do |

u —what you would do if vou were |
nnlians.

“The' from this union, as in addition to | IB :
| SIBERIA OF THE

STATES

UNITED

The Michigan Ore
i They Enter

Miners Take Their Lives in Their Hands

1 When
The Shafts, - i )

STAND IN WATER FROM 9 T0 11 HOURS PER DAY.

spaaking tour trough the
submits thé followin
observations:— - SR

The miners in Michigan who go |
down  into’ deep and
shafts for iron ‘ore surely
health ‘and their lives
hands.
water from nine to eleven hours |
for the pittance of 1,80 to 82.25 |
perday. Frequently it is a ques- |
tion of jump or drown, with many
of them, for when the pumps geti|
out of working order there must be !
a. hasty retreat for open ground, |
with the chances' greatly against |
the men. ALl |

The'miners in this country are
old at 38 and very old at 45." The
land for miles around the mines is
owned or leased by the' great steel
trust and even the towns as well—
by the fat gentleman who never
suw the inside of the mines, but |
who' elip coupons,  regularly and !
take from the miners the greater
portion of the wexzlth they pro-
duee, () :

‘The copper mines ary simply ter-
rible.. Men become aged and worn
out in two to five yenrs of toil, es-
pecially those who are’ compelled
to fill' cars at the bottom of the
shafts. This work is so severe that
even the strongest are ‘barely able
to: stand  the dreadful strain for
more than three years, 3

The country around ' is bare and
rocky and there is little vegetation
or grain of any kind. To reach
this:part of Michigan, one has' to
travel through miles of forest and
half-cleared country, full of stumps,
the relicts tl beli the story of
swindlers w bed the land or
perhaps borghi@iom the govern-
ment for a mergWong and robbed
it of the fine timber, dodged taxes
and became millionaires and great
politicians. :

The shacks, huts or cabins that
the miners live or exist in wounld
furnish material for a ‘“jungle’’
story founded on real life or slow
death, according to the point of
view, and one naturally asks: ‘“Aye
these poor ‘'men, women and chil-
dren, who produce one of. civiliza-
tion’s greatest necessities—ore— to
be consigned to aliving death until
real death relieves them of the ter-
rible travail, without hope of sun-
shine and joy here and with hell’s
fire in store for them in eternity if
some of the sanctimonious preach-
ers hoye their wayt

The great modern tools of pro--
duction have reached this Siberia
of- America. In every direction
you can sce the labor-displacing
machinery manipulated by one-
tenth or even one-fifteenth of hu-
man labor formerly required. Per-
haps it'is a god-send to those who
are driven out of employment.
They are kept on' the starvation
line when at work, and they ecan-
not be much worse off while slaving
their lives away for a few greedy
Fplutocrats.

The children are, of course, kept
in ignorance, just what the vam:
pires of the system want, so that
they can depend upon a rising
generation of docile wage slaves,
Capitalism looks ahead and plans
to keep its progeny in control of
the means of production and dis-
tribution, and unfortunately the
toilers still acquiesce: with their
ballots.

MACHINE RULE

in - their |
They stand and work in |

Receives Its Death Blow in the Great
State of Maine.

Machine rule has received its
blow

They B_-cco_me; Old and Worn Out .hA“f_.tcr
‘and Their Children Grow Up in Ignorance and Poverty Only -
to Follow in their Fuui;tebs-—-—.nl Life of Drudgery. -

Isane (30\\"0.}1, who' has been on aland re
West, |
& “interesting |
dangerous |
take their by the

{shall 1

widows, orphans and other helpless | berlain Company sent to the Yan-
individuals who have not had the|conver World an elaborate ‘‘de-

““Perhaps,”" =ays Dr. Gladden,
“vou will say that some trades-

3 o 22 | death in Maine. 'U'hrough
= pace | the questioning of ecandidates for
{the initiative and referendum by

opportmnity to better themselves,

are without the inclination to do
=0

It is believed that the only way

Jt‘nus made ¢

[ fense,”” akcompanying it with an
vertising. \The advertising was
{ “turned down'® for the reasons

ar in the editorial

|unionists sometimes behave like
and who, by birth and edunecation., | order for a\certain amount of ad- eriminals and endanger the peace

The eight hour work day must
be universal. Aim for that goal.

Elect trades-unionists to the posi-
tions of honor and trust. They are
capable; they are faithful.

‘and welfare of society. That is/|
(true. It isalso true otj m_i11i.~.:tcr.~:
jof the Gospel. of capitalists. of

the State Grange, State Federation
of Laborand the State Referendnm
League, the Republican State Con-
vention declared for a constitution-

al amendment for the initiative

Five Years of Toil Undergound

2N

ferendum law ‘and farther.
declared: S
“We recommend to the consid- .
eration of the next legisluture the
fdoption of statutes  under which.
all nominations for eleotive Oflices .
political parties entitled to
represe
w o Dby

direct vote of ‘the -
people at  th

o - primary eloctions

{under all the safe-gnards of’ tho

regulur election itself??

Previous to these declarations by
the Republican machine the Demo-
eratic  State Conpention’ declnred
for the iuitiative and referendum,

Thus the  people of Maine are
assured of the re‘establishment of
their Sovereignty. | Muachine 1ule——
the rule of ‘few through the con.
vention system—is to be laid aside.
In the words of the' the politician
who wrote the foreging Republican.
plank, “Delegate conventions have :
ceased to be satisfactory.”? SR

How -long bLefore the people of
this state will reach the same con-
clusion? S

The man who'is’ not ashamed to
tell you that he believes: that you
have L 1 -~
spected; that he ' has rights. that
shonld be respected, and now thati:
the smoke has cleared away  there : .

s no reansonable exeuse for not

showing us by little emblein that
adorns the establishment or article
that employsunion labor.  We are.

from Missouri, and we want to ba -
shown, i T

———

LABOR'S HOLIDAY

Preparations For a Pitting_ Celebra-
tion About Corfipleted,

Everything Points to the Greatest Dem-
onstration that Charleston Ever
Witnessed.

At the meeting of the general
Labor Day committee at Assembly
Hall -on Sunday afternoon  the
various  sub-committees reported
that' they had about completed
their labors and would be ready to
make their final reports in a short
time. T

The majority of the local unions
have decided on their marching '
uniforms for the oceasion and a
number of them have placed their
orders.. Every union ‘in the city:
will participate, and an invitation
has been extended to every local in
the Kanawha Villey to do like-
wise; and in all probability a num-
ber of them will do so.

So far three brass bands have
been engaged and mnegotiations are
pending for several others. '

The names of the speakers of the
day will be given out just as soon
as a definite reply is received from
President Samuel Gompers, of the
A. F.of L, N :

Nearly every business firm in the
city have signified their intention
to participate in the big trades-
display and industrial parade with
a float representing their business,
which insures the test parade
that ever took place in West Vir-
ginia. :

Advices from all points in this
section indicate that there will be
double the number of visitors here
than attended- the celebration of
two years ago. ! S

It will be a great day in honor
of a great cause. :

Labor Briefs.

- Defeat Labor’s enemies. :
A union man’s pride is his clear
card.

Demand union labeled products
always.

A workman to bea man
be a unicn man.

Stand firmly by your union and
the great cause of labor.

must

ntation of the officinl ballo

rights that shounld  be ve- | .




